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California Wildfire Season 2009

Key Data and Trends

Total number of California acres burned, 2008

Total number of California acres burned, 2007
Taxpayer costs to fight California wildfires, 2008

Number of CA acres at high risk of severe wildfire

Percent increase in severely burned acres, 2007 and
2008, respectively, compared to prev. 5-year trend

Sierra Nevada forest density, trees per acre 2008
Sierra Nevada forest density, trees per acre 1850
Percent tree mortality, Lake Tahoe Basin forests

Percent tree mortality, Southern Sierra forests

Number of cars driven for a year required to equal CO2
emissions from California wildfire, 2001 - 2007

Average number of cars on CA roads annually

Number of CA homes at significant risk of wildfire
Number of structures lost to wildfire, 2003 - 2008

Total California timber harvest, 2008

Total annual wood growth, California forestlands

Number of football fields Calif.’s annual unharvested
growth could cover with wood piles one mile high

Percent of California sawmills closed since 1990
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Potential direct jobs created by returning harvest to half of 1990 levels

Number of unhealthy air days from wildfire, Trinity County 2008

Percent reduction in airborne emissions from burning forest fuels in

renewable energy plants v. open burning

Percent of annual Forest Service wood volume currently blocked by litigation

Number of forest management lawsuits in courts more than four years

Number of administrative appeals/lawsuits filed on Quincy Library

Group pilot forest management project
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Reduction of Sawmills in California

1990-2008 CFA Mill Census Data
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